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April Happenings

Early

Learning

An exciting new training oppor-
tunity has been offered to
Early Childhood Councils by the
Colorado Department of Educa-
tion. The training will expand
upon the language and literacy
information that is already in-
cluded in the EQIT Curriculum
and allow trainers to share the
cradling Literacy Curriculum
modules with a wide variety of
groups. Deana Hunt, Jan Gabe-
hart, Chris Logue, and Sue Dis-
chner will be attending the
training in May if our Council is
selected as one of the six teams
in the state. This is a wonderful
opportunity to enhance our
partnerships with the library
and our invested council mem-
bers: Jan Gabehart, Chris
Logue, and Deana Hunt. More
updates to come.

Family Support & Parent

Health and Mental

Education

The Early Childhood Coun-
cil, Department of Social
Services, Elizabeth C-1
School District and Life's
Changes have partnered
to offer our first Love
and Logic Class at Singing
Hills Elementary. The

class will begin April 19th.

William Madden will in-
struct that class and it
will focus on ages 7 and
up. The next session will
be for families with chil-
dren ages 0-6. A full
schedule of parenting
classes to include the Ac-
tive Parenting curriculum
taught by Scherry Clark
of Centennial Mental
Health Center will be
available in May.

Health
Colorado Trust News:

The ECECC has submitted an
application to Cavity Free at
Three to establish the commu-
nity professional provider train-
ing. Training will take place af
the end of May/beginning of
June. Through this training, we
will have a better understanding
how to implement this project
throughout Elbert County.

We are sending Scherry Clark,
ECS from Centennial Mental
Health to Pyramid Model training
in April and May. After she has
completed that training we will
begin to plan the implementation
of provider training of the Pyra-
mid Model.

We will reconvene our Health
Integration Committee in June
to provide updates and begin
assessment planning.

Baby Bear Hugs

The ECECC voted to ap-
prove a partnership to ex-
pand the Baby Bear Hugs
program into Elbert County
by offering the Bright Be-
ginnings curriculum in home
visitation settings. On
March 30th Cathryn
Reiber, ECECC Coordinator

and Ruth Seedorf, Execu-

tive Director of Baby
Bear Hugs presented the
program to Social Services
and the Department of
Health staff. The outcome
of that meeting was a won-
derful offer by the Depart-
ment of Health by offering
office space to the home
visitor that we will hire
once funding is fully se-

cured. Thanks so much to
Mary Sue Lis for extending
that invitation. We appreci-
ate the support of our
health partners! Next steps
in this process will be pre-
senting to the County Com-
missioners on April 28th to
request that space as an in-
kind contribution. More
details to come.
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IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER:
. APRIL 7th & 8th Preschool

registration Elizabeth Early
Childhood Programs

. APRIL 16th FAMILY
MOVIE NIGHT

APRIL 19th Love and Logic
Classes begin

APRIL 24th ECECC Second
Annual Children's Festival

APRIL 29th Licensed Child-
care Homes Rules and Regs
class
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Thank you Elbert County
Library!




Council Members: Please take time to complete this survey

The Colorado Department of Human
Services, in partnership with the
Colorado Department of Education,
is requesting that all early child-
hood (EC) Council directors, coordi-
nators, and members complete a
survey about Colorado's EC Coun-
cils. Data from this survey will
help inform an evaluation of Colo-
rado’s EC Councils and the state's
effectiveness in meeting the
needs of Colorado's EC Coun-

cils. The evaluation is being con-
ducted by the Center For
Research Strategies, located in
Denver. The requirement for this

Fun For All......

Community Family Movie Night -
April 16th The Elbert County Li-
brary District along with five other
community organizations have
worked together to offer a family
movie night at the future Elizabeth
Library building (between Big R and
Safeway). The Community Family
Movie Night will provide family-
friendly entertainment locally.

evaluation was established by HB-
1062, the legislation that created
Colorado's EC Councils.

We are asking all EC Council direc-

tors and coordinators to complete
our survey of EC Council work (link
below).
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EC Council Member Survey:

If you are a member of an EC
Council (not a Director or Coordi-
nator), please complete the survey
located at the following link:

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
ECCSurveyCondensed

Thank You, Scott Raun
EC System Supervisor

Families may spend the night to-
gether, or parents may drop of f
their school-aged children and have
a couple of hours to themselves.
Local businesses will be giving out
coupons for discounts for those
parents that want o make a date
night out of the evening. Both the
Elizabeth Police Department and
the Elizabeth Fire & Rescue staff

are volunteering their time at the
movie night for everyone's safety.
Reasonable prices, food and drinks
will be available courtesy of Eliza-
beth High School student activity
groups.

Join Us! Friday April 16 - 7:00 to
9:00 at the New Library Building.

Childcare Homes Licensing Rules and Regulations Class

This is a free training however pre-
registration is required. Representa-
tives from both Licensing and Child
Care Connections will be attending to
answer your questions. You can review
the new rules and regulations before
the training at:
http://www.cdhs.state.co.us/childcar
e/. Once at the web-site, click on the
Current Rules and Regulations link in

the toolbar on the left. Please read
the rules related to FCC starting in
section 7.707 entirely to become fa-
miliar with the expectations.

This class will be held at Frontier HS
in the ECLC room on April 29th from
6:30-9:30

Contact Cathryn 303-818-2225
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Benefits of High-Quality Early Childhood Programs

Why does quality matter? Research
shows us what many parents and
teachers know: High-quality early
education in centers, homes, and
schools make the difference in chil-
dren's healthy development and early
learning so that they are ready for
school and beyond.

Did you know that children in high-
quality programs:

e Demonstrate greater social skills
throughout preschool, kindergar-
ten and beyond

e Begin kindergarten socially and
emotionally competent and are
more likely to be successful in
school

What is the Early Childhood Council doing to support quality?

The Elbert County Early Childhood
Council (ECECC) is supporting high
quality programs—supporting early
childhood educators in continuing
their professional development by
offering college level credit such as
EQIT. We are also assisting teachers
with tuition reimbursement for col-
lege level credit. Many of the Eliza-
beth C-1 Early Childhood Programs

Partnerships

While the Elbert County Early
Childhood Council (ECECC) has
many strong partnerships, we
continue to ask for more sup-
port. We continue to work on
informing all school districts
within Elbert County of the
supports that the Early Child-
hood Council can offer. By
working tfogether to under-

e Have higher self esteem

e Receive higher fest scores on
thinking ability and language de-
velopment

e Excel in mastery of
prereading, reading,
and math

e Demonstrate better
classroom behavior

e Areless likely as-
signed to special education
classes or retained in grades in
later years

e Demonstrate less delinquent be-
havior

preschool teachers have taken advan-
tage of these and many other oppor-
tunities.

Licensed family childcare homes are
also participating in these valuable
opportunities. The ECECC is also sup-
porting licensed homes in Elbert
County by offering local free train-
ings, while continuing to support the
needs of these family homes in their

stand the needs of
your local community
we can work together
to enhance your pro-
gram, understand the
needs of your local
community, and part-
ner in local parent edu-
cation opportunities.

How can we continue to support these
crucial years?

Leaders at every level - national,
state, local, and the private
sector- can promote and fi-
nance policies that support
affordable and high quality
child care, teacher profes-
sional development, safe and
appropriate facilities, ensur-
ing that families have the
quality supports they deserve.

Elizabeth Early Childhood Programs is
the first school in Elbert County to
receive a 3 Star Qualistar rating. For
more information:

www.elizbeth.ki12.co.us

OUTCOME:

goals toward high- Families are

quality improve- treated as
ments partners in their
children's

If you know of a
family in need of
local in home child-
care, please refer
them to Child Care
Connections (719)
638-2017.

development and
learning both at
home and in the
out-of -home
programs they
attend.

We would like to take the
opportunity to thank Sharon
Elstad and Kerry Stroh of
Pikes Peak BOCES for their
continued support and out-
reach to Big Sandy and Elbert
School district.
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ELBERT COUNTY EARLY As an early childhood council, our role is to:
CHILDHOOD COUNCIL

e Build and support partnerships with communit
(ECECC) pport p P Y

and agency organizations

PO BOX 2262 e Provide information to families to facilitate

Elizabeth, CO 80107 connection to services and supports

Phone: 303.818.2225 e Build public awareness of early childhood

E-mail: elbertearly@comcast.net services and issues

e Promote and support high quality professional
Ensuring that Elbert County is

. development and formal education for adults
a community

of well rounded, happy, who work with young children
healthy, educated e Strengthen and support community-based
children and families. mental health services that identify and serve
young children
e Strengthen coordinated efforts to support the
health and wellness of children.

It is our mission to work with all public and private organi-
zations as a partnership to enhance the quality of early
childhood services to children and families in Elbert

County.

ECECC is made up of a collaborative of members from
Elbert County:

Community agencies, health partners, school districts;
higher education, child care professionals, and_individuals
who are interested in improving early childhood

We invite you to join us!




