ECECC Meeting Minutes

March 9, 2011

Room 119 FHS, 11:30 – 1:00 PM

Members present:  Katrina Wall,  Cathryn Reiber, Rachelle Small, Britney Parmenter, Jan Gabehart, Cynthia Higdon,  Beverly Blagg, Deana Hunt, 
            Dana Correll, Kathy Kruse-Sylvester, Lorri Wesson, Rose Clemente, Ellen        
            Thompson

            Guests:  Dawn James, Sally Ortega

I. Presentation on Nurse/Family Partnership by Dawn James  (NFP)

An overview of the program was given and packets were distributed

II. Coordinator Updates:  Cathryn Reiber

· Sharon Nicholas has been hired as the Baby Bear Hugs Home Visitor; this program is currently funded to provide one home visit per stage of the program;  will continue to pursue funding for additional visits down the road.

· Social Services is strongly considering allowing Sharon Nicholas access to the PEAK program;  this would allow her to navigate helping families with data entry so they can go through the screening process to see what services they qualify for.  Elbert County is piloting the PEAK Portal program; a launch date is set for the end of March; this program will help to prevent fraud and insure that all necessary information is collected to provide families with maximum services available.
· Children’s Festival – application deadline is March 17, planning committee will meet after this to finalize plans; a press release went out in the Douglas County News; artwork is coming in

· Funding Update – state funding was completely cut from state budget;  our council had cut $4880.11 from our budget but will adjust the budget in the next few weeks to total $6572 in cuts;  expect more to be cut from next year’s budget, totals to be reviewed after state budget is approved in May

· Community Assessment is complete and will be presented in May or June

· Department of Social Services will now be called “Department of Human Services”

III. CPP :  rescheduled meeting to April after the Council meeting

CFE : met with Danelle Hiatt (Special Education Liason for C-1 school district) who reported that the C-1 schools now participate in Unified Improvement Programs;  work is going on to improve accountability and partnerships between schools and agencies; Danelle is currently structuring new mission and vision statements 

IV. Community Updates:  

· Rose Clemente – Early Childhood Council Advisory Team (ECCAT) will disband; have completed all mandates assigned by the state
· Deana Hunt – has officially been hired as Childcare Connections Executive Director

· Britney Parmenter – Preschool registration April 26-27

· Rachelle Small – attended meeting of ACECC ‘s School Age Project and gave a report on the functions of this group;  will look into possibility of partnering with surrounding counties’ Councils and possibly offering a group to meet with small schools’ program leaders for support and networking in school age programs

· Lorri Wesson – Centennial Mental Health will be offering the TIP program (Transition to Independence Program) which will provide services to adolescents and young adults ages 14-25 who are transitioning into self-sufficient lifestyles;  made note to Council that all clients who enroll in the Substance Use Disorder Program are automatically tested for pregnancy and if they test positive they are then referred to the Special Connections Program (perhaps this can be a resource for NFP), many of these clients are mandatory through law enforcement

V. Open Space:  no discussion

